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Course Name
Grade 
Level Credit

Course 
Length Fee Prerequisite Course Description

CP English 9 9 1 Year None

None CP English 9 is a one-year course emphasizing the development of 
skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Course content 
includes vocabulary, applied grammar, the writing process, and 
reading comprehension of fiction and nonfiction and offers direct 
instruction on research skills. Summer reading is required and 
available on the Grandview website.  

*Honors English 9 9 1 Year None

Demonstrate 
advanced skills in 
reading and 
writing and 
requires a teacher 
recommendation

Honors English 9 is a one-year course emphasizing the 
development of skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 
Course content includes vocabulary, applied grammar, the 
writing process, and reading comprehension of fiction and 
nonfiction and offers direct instruction on research skills. 
Students are expected to be self-directed learners as the class 
provides a rigorous pace and higher level of complexity. Summer 
reading is required and available on the Grandview website.

CP English 10 10 1 Year None

None CP English 10 is a one-year course that builds on the skills taught 
in CP English 9. Course content includes vocabulary, applied 
grammar, writing, and reading comprehension of fiction and non 
fiction.   Students are exposed to a broad base of literature. 
Students will be challenged to think critically about their reading 
and to express their thinking in writing. This course includes a 
library-based research paper.   Summer reading is required and 
available on the Grandview website.

*Honors English 10 10 1 Year None

Demonstrates 
advanced skills in 
reading and 
writing and 
requires a teacher 
recommendation

Honors English 10 is a one-year course that builds on the skills 
taught in Honors English 9. Course content includes vocabulary, 
applied grammar, writing and reading comprehension of fiction 
and non fiction.  Students will be challenged to think critically 
about their reading and to express their thinking in writing. This 
course includes a library-based research paper.  Students are 
expected to be self-directed learners as the class provides a 
rigorous pace and higher level of complexity.  Summer reading is 
required and available on the Grandview website.

Survey of American Literature 11 1 Year None

None In this eleventh grade course, students will explore American 
literature, which may include non-fiction, drama, short stories, 
poetry, and novels. Students will read and analyze a broad variety 
of American authors to gain an increased comprehension and 
appreciation of the American experience. This course includes 
focused practice on college entrance exams.  Summer reading is 
required and available on the Grandview website.

*Advanced Placement English 
Language and Composition

11 1 Year
See AP 
section 
in Intro

Demonstrates 
advanced skills in 
reading and 
writing and 
requires a teacher 
recommendation

This course focuses on a multi-disciplinary approach to argument; 
students will be required to demonstrate understanding of a 
variety of rhetorical strategies and be able to include them in 
their own writing. This course is designed to extend students' 
existing abilities to interpret and analyze a wide range of texts, to 
write and revise sustained arguments, and to integrate multiple 
sources into their essays. In addition to helping students become 
skilled writers who can compose for a variety of purposes and 
audiences, this course is also designed to enhance the students’ 
critical thinking and reading skills, as we explore a wide range of 
current issues. Summer reading is required and available on the 
Grandview website. 
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Grade Course
Course Name Level Credit Length Fee Prerequisite Course Description

*Advanced Placement English 
Literature and Composition 12 1 Year

See AP 
seciton 
in Intro

Demonstrates 
advanced skills in 
reading and 
writing and 
requires a 
teacher 
recommendation

This course engages students in the careful reading and 
critical analysis of a variety of  literature. Through the close 
reading of selected texts, students deepen their 
understanding of the ways writers use language to provide 
both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, 
students consider a work’s structure, style and themes, as 
well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative 
language, imagery, symbolism and tone. The course includes 
intensive study of representative works from various genres 
and periods, concentrating on works of recognized literary 
merit." (apcentral.collegeboard.org) Writing assignments focus on 
the critical analysis of literature and include expository, 
analytical, and argumentative essays.

British Literature 12 0.5 Semester None

None Seniors will examine major works of British literature. The 
literary genre may include plays, novels, short fiction, and 
poetry. Students will read and interpret critical sources and 
literature to compose literary analysis and projects. Students 
will discuss and write about what they read.

Literature of the American West 12 0.5 Semester None

None Students will explore a mixture of classic Western fiction and 
contemporary Western fiction.  Literary genres will include 
novels, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction. Along with some 
traditional writers of Western fiction, the class will 
emphasize more contemporary pieces. Through fiction and 
nonfiction, Native American and other cultural perspectives 
of the American West will be explored. Students will read, 
discuss, and write critically about the material. Some works 
contain mature language and/or themes.

Multicultural Literature 12 0.5 Semester None

None Students will read novels, short stories, essays, poetry, and 
plays by noted female and multicultural authors. Some works 
contain mature language and/or themes. Students will 
discuss and write about what they read.

Shakespeare 12 0.5 Semester None

May require a 
qualifying score 
on one of the 
following 
standarized 
tests:                       
Accuplacer              
ACT                          
SAT                          
Advanced 
Placement (AP)

This course aligns with the Colorado Community College 
course Intro to Literature 115.  Students will explore the 
writings of William Shakespeare. They will read, analyze, 
discuss, and respond to his comedy, history, tragedy, and 
problem plays, as well as his sonnets. Student responses to 
the literature will include essays and oral presentations.  
(Students who earn a C or better in the class will receive 3  
Community College of Aurora credits.  These are guaranteed 
transfer credits to public colleges and universities in 
Colorado.)

Twelfth grade students may take either a full year course (1 credit) or a combination of semester courses (1/2 credit each) to equal a 
total of one English credit.

Students who elect the semester options must choose one literature/reading course and one writing course.

Literature/Reading Courses
(one course required)

Students will compose at least four literary analysis essays and one expository essay.
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Grade Course
Course Name Level Credit Length Fee Prerequisite Course Description

CP World Literature 12 0.5 Semester None

None Students will explore a variety of authors from both 
Eastern and Western civilizations and will read, analyze, 
discuss, and respond to the literature of other 
cultures. The literary genres to be experienced may 
include poetry, short stories, essays, and novels. 
Students will critically discuss and write about what 
they read.

Introduction to Literature 115 12 0.5 Semester None

May require a 
qualifying score 
on one of the 
following 
standarized 
tests:                   
Accuplacer          
ACT                       
SAT                       
Advanced 
Placement (AP)

This course aligns with the Colorado Community 
College course Intro to Literature 115. This course 
emphasizes the close reading of fiction genres, 
including poetry, drama, and narrative. Students will 
read and interpret a variety of texts in detail, work 
extensively with literary devices in the context of their 
contribution toward textual meaning, and study and 
practice elements of effective literary analysis.  
Students who earn a C or better in the class will 
receive 3 Community College of Aurora credits. These 
are guaranteed transfer credits to public colleges and 
universities in Colorado.

Survey of African American 
Literature

12 0.5 Semester None

May require a 
qualifying score 
on one of the 
following 
standarized 
tests:                   
Accuplacer          
ACT                       
SAT                       
Advanced 
Placement (AP)

This course aligns with the Community College of 
Aurora  course Survey of African American Literature 
259.  Examines African American literature from 1750 
to the present, exploring ideas, historical and social 
contexts, themes, and literary characteristics of works 
in various genres by major writers.  Students will trace 
and discuss the development of the African-American 
(Black) Identity and Ideologies in America through 
literature. The course offers a modern perspective and 
application of analyzing contemporary realities with 
historical validity as students study the literary 
techniques of numerous influential authors.  (Students 
who earn a C or better in the class will receive 3  
Community College of Aurora credits.  These are 
guaranteed transfer credits to public colleges and 
universities in Colorado.) 

Women's Literature 246 12 0.5 Semester None

May require a 
qualifying score 
on one of the 
following 
standarized 
tests:                   
Accuplacer          
ACT                       
SAT                       
Advanced 
Placement (AP)

This course aligns with the Colorado Community 
College course Literature of Women LIT 246.  The 
framework for this course is the intersection of gender 
and sexuality with nationality and dis/ability. Students 
will examine the techniques and themes in literature 
of various genres by and about women by considering 
what it means for women to be in literature not only 
as characters and but also as authors. (Students who 
earn a C or better in the class will receive 3 
Community College of Aurora credits.  These are 
guaranteed transfer credits to public colleges and 
universities in Colorado.)  

Literature/Reading Courses (continued)
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Grade Course
Course Name Level Credit Length Fee Prerequisite Course Description

English Composition 121 12 0.5 Semester None

May require a 
qualifying score 
on one of the 
following 
standarized 
tests:                   
Accuplacer          
ACT                       
SAT                       
Advanced 
Placement (AP)

This course aligns with the Colorado Community 
College course English Composition I-121. This course 
emphasizes the planning, writing, and revising of 
compositions, including the development of critical and 
logical thinking skills. The course includes a minimum of 
five compositions that stress analytical, evaluative, and 
persuasive/argumentative writing. Students enrolled 
in this course will complete college-level work during 
their senior year of high school.   (Students who earn a 
C or better in the class will receive 3  Community 
College of Aurora credits.  These are guaranteed 
transfer credits to public colleges and universities in 
Colorado.)

English Composition 122 12 0.5 Semester None

May require a 
qualifying score 
on one of the 
following 
standarized 
tests:                   
Accuplacer          
ACT                       
SAT                       
Advanced 
Placement (AP)

This course aligns with the Colorado Community 
College course English Composition II-122.  Students in 
Concurrent Enrollment 122 will build on the skills they 
learned in AP English Language and Composition. The 
course has six basic components: argumentation, 
critical thinking and reading, outlining, summarizing, 
analyzing, researching and synthesizing. Students will 
engage in both primary, action-based research and 
secondary, academic research using databases and peer-
reviewed journals.  (Students who earn a C or better in 
the class will receive 3  Community College of Aurora 
credits.  These are guaranteed transfer credits to 
public colleges and universities in Colorado.)

CP Writing 12 12 0.5 Semester None

None Students will be challenged in this research-based 
course to improve their organization, development, 
and expression of ideas in a variety of essay types. 
Organizational methods such as cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, and inductive and deductive 
argument will assist students in creating these 
compositions and writing essay exams in preparation 
for college.

Writing Courses
(one course required)

Writing courses will emphasize Cherry Creek School District's writing standards.  In each semester writing course, students will 
compose a broad variety of written works.


